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Find all of these recommended reads in our catalogue. To do so, select the blue 

hyperlinked title in the chart below under the Book/Author heading. Happy reading! 

Book/Author Book 
Cover 

Why You’ll Love It 

 
Author 

Alexander 
McCall Smith 

(specifically the 
No. 1 Ladies’ 

Detective 
Agency series) 

 

 

There are over 20 books in Alexander McCall Smith’s most 
famous series – the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency. This 
mystery series features detective Precious Ramotswe who has 
set up her agency in the country of Botswana. These books are 
filled with dry humour and charm.   

 
Author M.C. 

Beaton 
(specifically the 

Agatha Raisin or 
Hamish Macbeth 

series) 
 

 

If you like mystery novels, M.C. Beaton has many books for you 
to choose from. As a bonus, if you find that you like Beaton’s 
style of writing, consider trying other books by her in both the 
mystery and romance genre. Many have been written under 
different pseudonyms so do your homework first!  

 
Author Sophie 

Kinsella 
 

 

If you watched and loved the movie Confessions of a 
Shopaholic, Sophie Kinsella is definitely an author to try. The 
movie was originally adapted from two of Sophie’s books. There 
are many other books in the series and some fantastic 
standalone titles to try too.  

 
Author Patrick 

Taylor 
(specifically the 

Irish Country 
series) 

 
 

Famous for his Irish Country series, Patrick Taylor seamlessly 
brings his medial background and Irish heritage into many of his 
historical fiction novels.  

 
The Poet X by 

Elizabeth 
Acevedo 

 
 

The discovery of slam poetry causes a young girl in Harlem to 
find her own voice and try to make sense of the world. 
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Save Me the 
Plums: My 

Gourmet Memoir 
by Ruth Reichl 

  

Food writer and restaurant critic Ruth Reichl took a risk and 
entered the world of magazine publishing. Save Me the Plums 
is a memoir of a woman following her passion and making a 
mark in the world of food and print media. 
As a bonus, this book is complete with some delicious looking 
recipes too.  

 
Notes From a 
Young Black 

Chef: A Memoir 
by Kwame 

Onwuachi with 
Joshua David 

Stein 
 

 

Kwame Onwuachi shares his remarkable journey as a chef in 
this memoir. Despite many triumphs, including having trained 
and cooked in some of the most acclaimed restaurants in the 
world, Kwame’s story isn’t without its difficulties.  

 
The War That 

Saved My Life by 
Kimberly 
Brubaker 
Bradley 

  

Adults can read junior fiction novels too. In this book, character 
Ada has a twisted foot and has thus never been allowed to 
leave her apartment because her mother is embarrassed by it. 
When her brother is shipped off to escape the war, Ada joins 
him and has many, many adventures. This is a true novel of 
family and identity. 

 
Pax by Sara 
Pennypacker 

 

 

This compelling junior fiction novel is about the relationship 
between a boy and his fox named Pax. When they get 
separated, the book turns into the sweetest adventure to find 
each other against all odds.  

 
Furiously Happy 

by Jenny 
Lawson 

 
 

Author Jenny Lawson writes a (mostly) humorous memoir to 
examine her experiences with depression and other conditions. 
It is also about experiencing joy, and living life to the fullest.  

 
A Man Called 
Ove by Fredrik 

Backman 
 

 

A young family moves next door to a grumpy old man and 
suddenly his life is transformed. This heartwarming and comical 
tale will have you feeling all of the emotions.  
 
Come to think of it, we recommend reading just about any book 
by Fredrik Backman.  
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Fortunately, the 

Milk by Neil 
Gaiman 

 
 

This junior fiction novel will not disappoint. It is jam packed with 
adventure, aliens, time travel and more. Hilarious and weird, it’s 
been described as a “modern day Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory”. 

 
 

Daisy Jones and 
the Six by Taylor 

Jenkins Reid 
  

You won’t want to put this book down. Read it to learn about the 
real reason behind the break up of an iconic 1970’s rock group 
(and other fascinating stories of course).  

 
You Think I’ll 

Say It by Curtis 
Sittenfeld 

 
 

A collection of short stories that tackles the complexity and 
diversity of judgement with interesting and dynamic characters. 
Stories in this book challenge assumptions of class, 
relationships and gender roles.  

 
This is the Story 

of a Happy 
Marriage by Ann 

Patchett 
  

This book is a blend of literature and memoir – with stories laid 
out in essay style. Ann Patchett covers a wide variety of topics 
to share her experiences as wife, daughter, friend and writer.    

 
Author Nicholas 

Sparks 
 

 

This author is famous for stories about love with a capital L-O-
V-E. One of his most famous novels is called The Notebook. 
Many of Nicholas Sparks’ books have been turned into movies 
as well.  

 
Author Janet 
Evanovich 

 
 

Known primarily for writing mysteries, this versatile author has 
also written contemporary romance novels. The tone of 
Evanovich’s books is often funny and the characters are 
spirited.  

 

Looking for more staff book suggestions? Check out the ‘Book Talk’ feature on the 

Virtual Programs webpage. Find this under the ‘Adults’ tab on the website. 

www.kawarthalakeslibrary.ca/virtualprograms. 
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