
How to Catch a 
Leprechaun

By: Adam Wallace

D E S C R I P T I O N

Lucky leprechauns! A passing leprechaun just 
found a pot of gold at the end of the rainbow. 
Using a simple machine, build a leprechaun 
trap to capture and keep its pot of gold! Sim-
ple machines make work easier and require 
less effort. A simple machine makes work 
easier by changing the magnitude or direc-
tion of force of an object. A pulley is a type of 
simple machine that you could use to create 
a leprechaun trap, catch the leprechaun and 
take the pot of gold while it’s on it’s way back 
to the village! 

MATERIALS:

• 15 x Jumbo popsicle sticks
• 5 x Pipe cleaners - rainbow co-

lours (red, orange, yellow, green, 
blue)

• 5 x Cupcake liners
• 2 x Sheets of green cardstock
• 4 x Medium wooden dowels 
• (Size = 15.2cm x 4mm)
• 1 x Wooden spool
• 1 x Washer
• 2 x Small paper plates or bowls
• 2 x Large plastic cups
• 1 x Approximately two feet of 

string
• 5 x Rubber bands
• Tape and/or glue
• Scissors

S U G G E S T E D  B O O K S

Check out these books from the library 
catalogue! Get started at:  kawarthalakeslibrary.ca

Learn about pulleys and simple machines on 
PebbleGo: an online resource in the Kids Digital 
Library www.kawarthalakeslibrary.ca/kidsdigitallibrary 

check out STEAM Kits from the library at www.kawarthalakeslibrary.ca/fullsteamahead 
or visit pinnguaq.com/learn for more STEAM fun! 
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I N S T R U C T I O N S

The Design Thinking Process. Brain-
storm ideas for your leprechaun trap. 
Plan your leprechaun trap. Draw an 
outline on what it will look like and 
how it will work. Remember, those 
leprechauns are tricksters, so make 
sure that your leprechaun trap is fast 
enough and strong enough to capture 
the leprechaun.  
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check out STEAM Kits from the library at www.kawarthalakeslibrary.ca/fullsteamahead 
or visit pinnguaq.com/learn for more STEAM fun! 

Pulley. Include a pulley system in your 
leprechaun trap to quickly trap the 
leprechaun. Create a pulley by placing 
a wooden dowel through the center of 
the wooden spool. Attach this pulley 
system to your design. Attach a cage 
or trap to one end of the string and use 
the washer to weigh the cage or trap 
down. Then wrap the string once or 
twice around the center of the wooden 
spool. Use the free end of the string 
to pull the trap up and down along the 
pulley system.
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Build it. Remember, those leprechauns 
are tricky so make sure that your lep-
rechaun trap is fast enough and strong 
enough to capture the leprechaun. 
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Test it! Test out your leprechaun trap 
to see if it’s quick enough to catch a 
leprechaun. If not, change your design 
and try again. 
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Decorate it. Add some colour as we all 
know leprechauns are attracted to pots 
of gold at the end of a rainbow. Use 
your pipe cleaners, green paper and 
other materials to decorate your trap 
and trick the leprechaun!
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For a step-by-step guide on how we built our 

leprechaun trap, check out our video available 

at the Kawartha Lakes Library Take Home 

Packs page → www.kawarthalakeslibrary.ca/

takehomepacks 


